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Corps volunteers, both at home and
abroad.

The Sam Farr and Nick Castle Peace
Corps Reform Act is a crucial first
step, and I urge leadership to bring this
bill to a vote soon.

As a former judge, I can tell you that
it is our duty to do everything within
our power to protect these angels
abroad. These goodwill ambassadors
like Sara Thompson are some of Amer-
ica’s best, and America must take care
of them when they serve overseas,
when they are helping people overseas,
and when they return home to America
from being overseas.

And that is just the way it is.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members that the
rules do not allow references to persons
in the gallery.

THREAT TO JESUITS IN
NICARAGUA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. VARGAS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to raise awareness of a very seri-
ous threat against a member of the So-
ciety of Jesus in Nicaragua by reading
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a dec-
laration from the Jesuits West Prov-
ince of the Society of Jesus.

It is a letter written by Father Scott
Santarosa, father provincial of the So-
ciety of Jesus for the West Province,
and it reads like this:

‘“‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God.”’—Matthew
5:9.

As many of you know, Nicaragua is cur-
rently experiencing a serious and increasing
political crisis. The people who demand de-
mocracy, freedom, and justice are firmly
committed to seeking a peaceful solution.
There are already more than 153 Nicaraguans
who have lost their lives in just over a
month of struggling toward such a resolu-
tion.

The Society of Jesus, present in Nicaragua
since 1916, has joined the people in this com-
mitment. Our human, ethical, and Christian
conviction requires us to share support and
defend a peaceful solution to the conflict.

We still have time to avoid more polariza-
tion, more bloodshed, and more pain. Honest
dialogue and serious negotiation are vital in
order to achieve it, for whoever wants peace
does not assault, persecute, mistreat, or in-
timidate.

We have been informed by a reliable source
that the life of Father Jose Alberto Idiaquez,
S.J., rector of the Central American Univer-
sity, the UCA of Nicaragua, is in serious dan-
ger.

Father Idiaquez has been threatened for
participating in the National Dialogue con-
vened by the Bishops’ Conference, for stand-
ing alongside the students, for defending the
human rights of those who are demanding re-
spect for their constitutional rights, for
making continuous calls to the Nicaraguan
Government to give concrete signs that they
too seek justice and democracy, and for in-
volving the university in the efforts of the
Nicaraguan people.

Father general of the Society of Jesus, Fa-
ther Arturo Sosa, S.J., resident in Rome, has
been informed of this threat. With his sup-
port and on behalf of all of the Jesuits and
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committed lay collaborators in Jesuits West,
we stand with the Jesuits of Central America
and all of the lay people that make up the 40
Jesuit institutions that serve the people of
Central America.

We join Father Rolando Alvarado, S.J.,
provincial of Central American Province, in
holding the Nicaraguan Government respon-
sible for any aggression or attack that may
be suffered by Father Jose Alberto Idiaquez,
S.J.

I call on the national and international
human rights organizations, the Organiza-
tion of American States, the U.N., the Euro-
pean Parliament, and all Jesuit universities
of the world, the different churches, the U.S.
Government, and all of those committed to
basic human dignity, to strongly support the
peaceful negotiations of a solution to the
tragic situation that the country is experi-
encing and demand respect for the physical
safety of all Nicaraguans who, like Father
Idiaquez, S.J., and the Bishop’ Conference
students, and other members of the civil so-
ciety who are participating in the National
Dialogue, are working for a lasting peace
that is borne from justice.

It is signed by Father Scott
Santarosa, S.J. He is, again, the pro-
vincial of the western province.

As many of you will recall, back in
1989, a very similar threat was made
against Father Ignacio Ellacuria of the
UCA of El1 Salvador. Unfortunately,
that threat ended in the death of Fa-
ther Ellacuria, along with five other
Jesuits at the UCA, the Central Amer-
ican University, as well as two lay peo-
ple.

I think this is a very serious threat
that our country has to take a look at
and demand that steps be taken to pro-
tect the life of all Nicaraguans, and
particularly the students and the rec-
tor of the Central American Univer-
sity, the Jesuit institution there.

———
ADDRESSING THE OPIOID CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, the opioid crisis touches near-
ly every family in West Virginia, with
too many lives lost to the disease of
addiction. It is an issue I hear about
every day.

As the opioid epidemic forces in-
creasing numbers of children into fos-
ter care, we see more and more grand-
parents being left to raise their grand-
children. These grandparents face the
task of caring for young children while
navigating a complex child welfare sys-
tem.
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Many have little support and are also
coping even with their adult child’s ad-
diction.

We must make it easier for grand-
parents who love and care for their
grandchildren to navigate the system.
Bills like the Assisting States’ Imple-
mentation of Plans of Safe Care Act
aim to make it easier for families to
gain custody of kids who have been re-
moved from their parents’ care due to
drug abuse. Allowing these family
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members to provide critical emotional
support and stability to kids who have
had their worlds turned upside down
seems like common sense.

Once in a stable home, support is
still needed. Many of these grand-
parents never thought they would be
raising another young child. The Sup-
porting Grandparents Raising Grand-
children Act would provide them with
information and resources to help them
meet the needs of the children that
they are caring for.

The opioid crisis cannot be solved
overnight, but we must keep fighting.
We must enable families to come to-
gether to do what families do best, and
that is help one another. We need to
support those who are unexpectedly
caring for young children and provide
them with the support they need to
raise healthy and happy Kkids.

———

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
MUST STOP DISCHARGING TOXIC
WATER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I have a
great 5-minute speech prepared here,
but I am just going to tell you the way
it is.

For the last 2 weeks, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers has been using my
community as their own personal sep-
tic tank. That is not hyperbole. That is
the truth.

Now, it hasn’t just happened this way
for the last 2 weeks. They just started
discharging water into my community
2 weeks ago. This has actually been
going on for decades where, year after
year after year, the Corps of Engineers
decides that it is okay to discharge
water that they know is toxic into an
epicenter of human population.

How do they know this water is
toxic? Because the Federal Govern-
ment sued the State of Florida at one
point in history, saying: Listen, we
don’t want you to send this water down
south toward the Florida Everglades
because it is Kkilling the Florida Ever-
glades. It is too toxic for what needs to
go in there.

So now the Corps of Engineers sends
it to people. They send it to the kids
who are out at fishing camp. They send
it to the fishermen who are trying to
pull fish out of the water, and they
send it to the beaches where, instead,
they have to put up signs that say: No
swimming. Don’t touch the water. Haz-
ard to human life.

What kind of community is this
where this is sent to? This is a commu-
nity, the treasure coast of Florida. It is
an area where beautiful waters from
the Atlantic flow in. They make the
water crystal clear. It used to be laden
with sea grass, with sea life, and with
waterfowl, and now you can find next
to none of that because the water is no
longer blue.

The water no longer has sea grass
and thriving fish beds in it because the
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